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13th March 2020 

 

Dear Parents 

 

I wanted to write to give you the latest update with regards to Wanborough Primary School’s 

response to the current COVID-19 outbreak. 

 

As previously communicated, we have been following advice from Public Health England (PHE) and 

paying very close attention to updates – which now come out daily.  The Government announced 

yesterday that we are moving out of the ‘contain’ phase and in to ‘delay’.  Part of the ‘delay’ phase is 

that if anyone shows certain symptoms (high temperature or a new cough) they should self-isolate for 

7 days, regardless of whether they have travelled to affected areas or who they have been in contact 

with.  We ask that all parents adhere to this guidance.  These absences will be recorded as ‘authorised 

illness’. 

 

As things stand, advice is for schools to stay open and carry on as normal.  If there were to be any 

cases or expected cases of coronavirus connected to the school we would be contacting PHE for 

further advice.  I have been discussing with staff what measures we would put in place should the 

decision be made in the future to close schools and I hope the following may answer some of your 

questions and concerns: 

 

 Parents should assume the school is OPEN unless informed otherwise. 
 

 We have a plan in place for each class for during a school closure.  This will involve daily messaging 

through e-mail and the school website to parents with work that can be completed at home.  We 

understand that not all families will have access to a computer and the internet, and even if they 

do, there might be several children all wanting to use a computer at the same time.  All children 

will be sent home with a workbook to complete their work in, and no child will be expected to 

print anything.  It would be very helpful if you could make sure that what you do have is working 

and see if you can share other facilities if access at home is tricky.  Please let us know if accessing a 

computer will be difficult for your child.  The intention would be to set work across the curriculum, 

we are keen for children not to be in front of devices for too long! 

 

 We have ensured that all of our online learning platforms are working should there be a need to 
set work for students remotely.  We will use email/text/school website as our primary methods of 
communication.  We recommend that you check that usernames and passwords for the following 
online learning platforms are working and ask for support if needed: 

 
Reception/Year 1:  Purple Mash / Education City 
Year 2:   Purple Mash / Education City / TT Rockstars / Spag.com 
Years 3, 4, 5 and 6:  Purple Mash / TT Rockstars / Spag.com 

  



 

   
   

 
 

 We are also working with our IT support company to explore the possibilities of more interactive 

teaching, particularly in light of any forthcoming long term disruption which would have an impact 

on the Year 6 children and their SATs. 

 

 We understand that this situation will affect people in different ways.  Our intention would be to 

encourage children to complete the activities set by Teachers but we fully understand the various 

constraints which might be upon families, parents and staff – particularly those with young 

children and older relatives and of course working parents who may or may not be at home.  Staff 

will try to be available during normal school hours and you will be provided with email addresses 

for all staff should the time come.  We would ask parents to be sympathetic to the fact that some 

of our staff are also parents so you may not always get an immediate response to an email. 

 

 During a potential school closure, Mr Drury would be contactable via the school mobile: 07852 

195342 (please note, this phone is used in emergencies and should not be used as a general form 

of communication with the school as it is not checked on a regular basis). 

 

 Trips/Residentials – as things currently stand, we are working on the basis that all trips and 

residentials will go ahead as planned.  In the meantime, we will be investigating our options 

should they need to be cancelled/rearranged.  If there is a school closure, various other key events 

such a parents’ evening will be rearranged, and non-vital activities may simply be cancelled.  These 

decisions will be made on a case by case basis and communicated to you. 

 

In summary, I believe that we are well placed to respond to the next phase of the Government’s 

actions to delay the spread of the coronavirus.  If you have any concerns at all then please do not 

hesitate to contact us.  There is also a dedicated helpline for staff, parents and young people should 

you have COVID-19 questions relating to education and children’s social care – see below. 

 

Department for Education coronavirus helpline 

The Department for Education coronavirus helpline is available to answer questions about 

COVID-19 relating to education and children’s social care. Staff, parents and young people 

can contact this helpline as follows: 

Phone: 0800 046 8687 

Email: DfE.coronavirushelpline@education.gov.uk 

Opening hours: 8am to 6pm (Monday to Friday) 
 

In the meantime we would like to thank you for your continued support. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 
Andrew Drury 

Headteacher 

 


